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New candidates for the 
March 2010 Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea Commission are 
popping out of the wood-
work! We’ve seen a number 
of them expressing their 
outrage about one thing or 
another during Commission 
meetings of late. During a lo-
cal election year, this is “stan-

dard operating procedure” 
for the group that is out of 
power to try to get back into 
power. The typical protocol is 
for the unknown candidates 
to make a name for them-
selves before the cameras, in 
the papers, and by knocking 
on doors. They will common-
ly lament about how awful 
their potential opponents on 
the dais have run the Town 
and always promise they will 
do it better.

That is pretty much what 
happened during the last 
two municipal elections. After 

14 years, the Old-Guard was 
ousted out of office and a new 
Commission majority was in-
stalled on the dais. How was 
the New-Guard so successful 
in taking over leadership of 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea when 
their Old-Guard opponents 
out-spent them 4-1, hired big-
league political strategists to 
run their campaigns, were 
funded by town contractors, 
had union members knock-
ing on doors for them, and 
blitzed Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea with lots of glossy mailers 
with scary headlines?

Well, the Old-Guard hap-
pened to be doing a lot of 
awful things Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea residents didn’t 
like that gave the New-
Guard candidates serious 
issues to fight for. What 
will be different about this 
upcoming election? By all 
accounts, the new major-
ity on the dais has built a 
pretty impressive record 
of doing good things for 
L a u d e rd a l e - by - t h e - S e a 
...and that will be hard to 
run against. The following 
is a list of some of their ac-
complishments:

By Cristie Furth
A front page article was 

written in the September 
25th edition of the publi-
cation By the Sea Futures 
about Vice Mayor McIntee 
and a local suicide that hap-
pened on May 4, 2009.

In the October 2 edition 
of the By the Sea Times 
“Truth Detector” column, 
we clarified the untruths 
written about the incident; 
however, no one can set the 
record straight like the per-
son who was there from be-
ginning to end. That person 

is Allison Cooke, the wife 
of the suicide victim. Mrs. 
Cooke told By the Sea Times 
the facts of what happened 
that day and her story be-
gins when she first heard 
about the article.

“A friend of mine called 
me and said you have to 
read this paper. Since I 
don’t live in Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea anymore, my friend 
gave me a copy of the By the 
Sea Future’s and I began to 
read the story. Even before I 
finished reading it, I wanted 
to call the editor and when 

I did finish, that was the 
first thing I did. Although, 
I did not speak with the 
man who wrote the story, 
I spoke to another editor 
who said they didn’t make 
it up, these are the facts.

I responded that I’m not 
trying to get anyone in 
trouble but I just wanted to 
tell you – what you wrote is 
not true. I am the woman 
in the story and it is about 
my husband.”

Mrs. Cooke’s story: 
“When the suicide hap-
pened I started screaming. 

I’m sitting next to my hus-
band’s body, just scream-
ing at the top of my lungs, 
and my 7 year old daugh-

Who Do You Trust?

“What Was Written was NOT What Happened”
Wife of LBTS suicide victim sets the record straight

TrusT continued on page 9

suicide continued on page 17

By Marc and Cristie Furth
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By Cristie Furth
The meeting began with a 

presentation by Florida League 
of Cities, Range Rider, Richard 
Simmons who was invited 
to oversee the process. Mr. 
Simmons has served in Florida 
government almost 40 years, 
35 years as a city manager.

His upfront opinion was that 
the Commission should not 
really be doing a yearly town 
manager review suggesting it 
is “just good common sense” 
that Commissioners sit down with 
the Town Manager on a one-to-one 
basis every couple of weeks and let 
them know of any concerns they are 
having. He also stated that the Town 

Manager should not be “tried” in 
public but rather that citizens should 
talk to their Commissioners and then 
Commissioners should pass the in-

formation onto the Town Manager, 
adding, “You are her bosses and you 
should do her evaluation.

Mr. Simmons then took questions 
from Commissioners: Commissioner 

Silverstone asked if one key point is 
to keep politics out of town admin-
istration and for the Town Manager 
is to remain non-political. Mr. 

Simmons said that Florida has 
a strict code of ethics stating 
that Town Managers are not 
to enter partisan politics in 
any way.

Vice Mayor McIntee noted 
that Mrs. Colon had recently 
received a 5-0 vote of confi-
dence from the Commission 
and asked if a vote of confi-

dence is common routine in Florida. 
Mr. Simmons responded that a vote 
of confidence is the same thing as 
an evaluation.

Commissioner Dodd had a num-
ber of pointed questions he want-
ed answered by Mr. Simmons, the 
most interesting one being “Would 
you have fired a police chief without 
consulting with the Commission 
first.” Mr. Simmons response was 
“Yes Sir! That is my responsibility! 
If I am an effective manager, I will 
take that responsibility and if they 
don’t like, they can fire me. While 
he acknowledged that firing a po-
lice chief is the most dangerous 
thing a Town Manager can do (be-

cause police chiefs have their bud-
dies and friends) he cited a time 
when he did just that and said that 
the replacement Chief turned out 
to be pretty good.

During public comments, newly 
announced Commission Candidate, 
Chris Vincent, contradicted Mr. 
Simmons by saying that it was an 
embarrassment that Town Manager 
Colon didn’t inform the Commission 
prior to reassigning Chief Gooding. 
Cindy Geesey, Editor of By the Sea 
Future, said that Mrs. Colon gives 
women managers a bad name. 
Happy Vasil noted that Mrs.Colon 

LBTS Town Manager Evaluation

“Would you have fired a police chief 
without consulting the commission 

first? Mr. Simmons response was 
“Yes Sir! That is my responsibility. If 

I am an effective manager, I will 
take that responsibility and…”

Esther Colon

evaluaTion continued on page 6
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By Dan and Stephanie Clark 
Cry of the Water

It was over a year ago that 
Executive Director of Reef Relief, 
DeeVon Quirolo, invited us to Key 
West to honor Cry of the Water with 
an award for coral reef protection 
efforts in Broward County. Dan and 
I worked closely with Ed Tichenor 
from Palm Beach County Reef 
Rescue on the passage of the state-
wide legislation to improve water 
quality for coral reefs through reuse 
and advanced wastewater treat-
ment instead of ocean outfalls.

While there, we stayed in a ho-
tel that was on the shores of the 
Key West Marine Park. Looking 
around at the large swim/dive/
snorkel area and holding the in-
formational brochure in my hand 
that Reef Relief created I thought, 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea would be 
a great location for an underwa-
ter park in Broward County. With 
the snorkel trail with an authentic 
anchor, the new Biorock artificial 
reef coming soon, several of only 8 
Threatened Elkhorn corals known 
in the County, The Copenhagen a 
State Underwater Archaeological 
Preserve and the beauty of the nat-
ural reef just off the coast of LBTS, 
where else?

 Nothing will happen if you don’t 

take that first step, so I asked 
to submit the idea to the Town. 
Commissioner Silverstone 
sponsored our Lauderdale-By-
The-Sea Marine Park presenta-
tion and my nerves started to 
calm when Mayor Minnet wel-
comed me before the meet-
ing began. We were there with 
ecologist and member, Kristen 
Hoss, to present the idea of 
how the Park would promote 
stewardship, appreciation and 
protection of our fragile coast-
al resources while increasing 
hotel stays and tourism in 
this lovely community. No need to 
educate the Commission on their 
own reefs, the questions and com-
ments from the dais said it all. Reefs 
were a priority and they knew the 
threats that were affecting them. 
Commissioner Silverstone made 
the motion to proceed with what 
is needed to start the process with 
Commissioner Dodd seconding, it 
was a unanimous vote.

Now starts the development 
stage; workshop time for the com-
munity to have input and form 
a Working Group of knowledge-
able individuals to work together 
to draft a management plan for 
our reefs. The coming year will be 
a very busy and exciting time, but 

with the help of the resi-
dents and businesses of 
the Town, we can have 
the first Underwater 
Park in Broward County. 
It will all start next week 
when we announce the 
development stage of 
the LBTS Marine Park 

to the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force 
(USCRTF) in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

The USCRTF includes leaders 
of 12 Federal agencies, seven U.S. 
States, Territories, Commonwealths, 

and 3 Freely Associated States 
and helps build partnerships, 
strategies and support for 
on-the-ground action to con-
serve coral reefs. Since 2001 
we have been attending these 
very important meetings and 
giving public comment to call 
attention to the state of the 
reefs in Broward County. For 
several years we have been 
members of the Education 
and Outreach working group 
that was created by the Task 
Force by resolution at its third 
meeting in 1999. Education 

and Outreach is just one more tool 
we will need to keep the process 
moving forward towards our goal, a 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Marine Park.

New Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Marine Park!

dan and Stephanie Clark, Kris Hoss
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worked hard to lower our taxes and 
beautify our town with projects. 
Frank Herrmann said that all the dis-
sention is just old-style, big-city poli-
tics and that candidates are creating 

issues since real issues are absent. 
Rosa Michialuk said she has been 
living in town for 26 years and

this is the first time a town man-
ager has been put through this add-

By Cristie Furth
Presentations
lBtS Underwater Marine Park: 
Commissioner Silverstone spon-
sored a presentation by Dan and 
Stephanie Clark of Cry of the Water 
to establish a Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea underwater Marine Park from 
the pier south to Palm Avenue. 
The Clarks are also working with 
the Town on the Biorock Artificial 
Reef Project currently under con-
struction. Please see full story on 
page 5. All five Commissioners ex-
pressed excitement at the prospect 
of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea receiving 
state recognition as a marine park 
and both the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits it would pro-
vide. They voted 5-0 to go forward 

with steps to secure a grant to help 
fund it.
the Green Hoppers Have landed: 
The next presenters began with an 
unusual opening line, “If you’ve seen 
the spaceships we’ve arrived in, it is 
obvious that we are from another 
planet!” What they were referring to 
was the unique Green Hopper “total-

ly green” transportation vehicles 
they operate as a free public ser-
vice. All residents have to do is call 
them on the phone and they’ll go 
to their residence to pick them up 
and take them where they need 
to go...for FREE! They only ask 
that you tip the driver. They have 
been successfully operating the 
Green Hopper all around Wilton 
Manors for 8 months now and 

think Lauderdale-by-the-Sea would 
be an ideal community to offer their 
service. All they need is a place to 
house and charge 4 Green Hopper 
“spaceships” and they are ready to 
go! The Commission loved the idea 
and passed it 5-0.

[Ed. Note: Public Comments then 
proceeded for almost two hours and 
it was 9:30 before the Commission be-
gan to deal with any town business. 
The vast majority of the evening’s 
speakers gave only political commen-
tary that had little to do with items on 
the agenda.]
report on Suicide in Bel-air: Vice 
Mayor, McIntee said he was asked by 
Allison Cooke (whose husband com-
mitted suicide in Bel-Air last May) to 
please publicly set the record straight 
regarding a story printed in a local 
newspaper about the tragedy.

Vice Mayor, McIntee recalled that, 
as a first responder, he had been first 
on the scene and made a judgment 
call to enter the home and assist the 
hysterical Mrs. Cooke and her 7 year 

old daughter who he found stand-
ing beside the bed of devastating-
ly wounded, Mr� Cooke [not as re-
ported in the By the Sea Future, quote: 
“McIntee talked to the woman outside 
and, even though he knew there was 
a shooter in the house, he brought the 
wife and daughter back inside with 
him, walked to the master bedroom 
and allowed the wife and child to fol-
low him in where they viewed their 
husband and father in a pool of blood 
for the second time.” end quote.]

In a discussion on protocol, both 
BSO Chief Llerena and VFD Fire Chief 
Perkins noted that each situation is 
unique and often requires a judge-
ment call on the part of the first re-
sponder. It was noted that a similar 
type of judgment call happened 
when the BSO Officer (also first re-
sponder on the scene) entered the 
smoke-filled Hyperbaric Chamber 
building to search for victims. Vice 
Mayor, McIntee, a retired Buffalo 
Law Enforcement Officer, said he 
would do the same thing all over 
again for someone in need. [Editor’s 
note: The BSO Officer later received a 
medal for heroism for the Hyperbaric 
Chamber incident from the Broward 
Sheriff’s Office.]
ordinances: An ordinance to allow 
and regulate fishing and surf cast-
ing on the public beach between 
the hours of 4 P.M. and 9 A.M. 
passed 3-2.

[Ed. note: The meeting ended at 
midnight with 30 agenda items of 
Town business left to discuss.]

Commission Meeting Highlights October 13, 2009

evaluaTion continued from page 4

evaluaTion continued on page 7
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ing, “It’s a disgrace for our town.”
The Town Manager had the last 

word. The following are excerpts of 
her comments: “I would like to clar-
ify some issues for the record. I was 
hired by the prior sitting Commission 
and I want you to understand that 
my contract was reviewed indepen-
dently by each sitting Commissioner 
with the Town Attorney. Mayor Pro-
Tem Clark motioned to approve 
my contract, Commissioner Yanni 
seconded the motion and it was ap-
proved 5-0. I read the article in By 
the Sea Future and the only elected 
official that was truthful was Mayor 
Parker. He did not like my severance 

package but this was during the 
clean-sweep election campaign and 
I said if this is any indication of what 
residents are going to do during an 
election, I will not put my heart and 
soul into running the day to day op-
erations of this town unless I have a 
contract I am worthy of. At that time, 
I had over 30 years of public service.

I do not have a lifetime contract. 
Whoever keeps inventing the story 
that I do knows I am not a Supreme 
Court Judge. I am a human individ-
ual and I’m going to keep coming 
here and do my job. Whoever fol-
lows me in this job must not allow 
elected officials or the public to play 
political games. Thank you.”

repackaging old ideas
Informed sources have told us 

that a certain person has been con-
tacting the commissioners and oth-
ers with proposals for redeveloping 
the central business area. His “inno-
vative” ideas will be almost identical 
to those proposed by former pro-
development, Town Planner, Walter 
Keller, and have been discussed for 
years in various board meetings. 
We might be seeing some of these 
same old ideas become repackaged 
by commission candidate, Edmond 
Malkoun from the north part of 
town as “his” new ideas to improve 
the town.

Where has Greenfest Gone?
October has almost come and 

gone and so, it seems, has Mayor 
Minnet’s Greenfest event. The town-
sponsored and funded event was 
mired in controversy when it was 
uncovered that the Republican 
Committee had funded robocalls to 

residents inviting them to come 
and meet then Senate can-
didate, Jeff Atwater. Further 
problems arose with fuzzy 
accounting by Minnet’s 
Republican campaign strat-
egist and event coordi-
nator, Terry Arthur. 
Maybe Greenfest is 
the reason why Mayor 
Minnet has never volun-
teered to chair another town 
event since?

old Guard with New Faces
4 candidates have announced 

they will run for 2010 Commission 
seats and all are backed by the pro-
development, Old-Guard political 
machine. With the exception of Ben 
Freeney, who served for a short time 
as a Town Board alternate, none of 
the candidates have been involved 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea residents 
until they were tapped to run for 
a seat. The word is the Old-Guard 
will amp up the same old untruth-
ful scare tactics they used last time 

– The New-Guard candidates will 
do away with the BSO Police 

Department – AS UNTRUE 
THIS ELECTION AS IT WAS 
THE LAST TIME!

Smelly Businesses
Spiro Marchellos, who 

leases the fishing pier, made a 
stinky scene at the October 13 
Commission Meeting. When 

speaking on the surf fish-
ing ordinance he first 

stepped up to the dais and 
started waving a weighted fishing 
pole in the Commissioners’ faces. He 
was finally chastised by the Mayor to 
get back to the podium and stay put. 
However, he was not done. He next 
brought up a bucket with dead fish 
demanding Commissioners smell 
it. [at an earlier meeting he brought 

knives and hooks to the dais]. After 
the meeting, he retrieved his fishing 
pole but purposefully left the bucket 
of dead fish in front of the dais say-
ing “Let the City clean it up”. Only af-
ter the Town Manager expressed her 
disgust – did the Mayor go outside 
to her friend, Mr. Marchellos, and 
tell him to go back and retrieve the 
smelly fish bucket.

Political agendas Uncovered
It appears Commissioner Dodd 

will be the front man for the Old-
Guard’s familiar pro-development 
campaign to raise the height limits 
in the next election. He is proposing 
to “up” the height back to 15 sto-
ries in the north and “raise” height 
from 3 to 4 stories from the beach 
west to Seagrape Dr. in the south. 
Remember Oriana?

Town Tidbits

evaluaTion continued from page 6
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CoMMiSSioNErS CoMMENtS
Ending Hate

As a new home owner I enjoy the landscaping 
duties. I love the process of planting seeds and 

young plants and seeing 
them flourish. With this 
comes a choice of what 
to plant and how to plant 
it. These are based on my 
over all thoughts of what 
it should look like in the 
future. I know, by its very 

nature, my well made plans do not always turn 
out the way I envisioned.

This can also be used to describe my definition 

of politics. In my view, politics, at its core, is pres-
ent anytime two or more people, with different 
ideas and beliefs and with the need for each other 
to make it work, are attempting to move forward 
in deciding which idea to go with. It’s part of their 
passion of trying to plant their seed, their belief 
over the other. This can be good and bad.

Each cultivates their idea with the hope it will 
flourish and grow into what they wish. Knowing 
how it will affect others is one of the most im-
portant parts of making the right decision in 
moving forward. Fundamentally, to have a good 
chance of achieving these beliefs, a majority 
must agree to it. The best soil for a healthy and 

beneficial idea in this regard is honesty.
When an idea is first presented, the purpose 

should be made clear to all. A bad seed can still 
flourish when dishonest purposes are given. This 
will produce a different result than what was an-
ticipated and may get to a point were it’s too late 
to change and hate will follow. The best soil for a 
bad seed is the waste from bulls.

We agreed during our organizational work-
shop back in March of 2008 not to allow personal 
attacks toward commissioners or town staff. This 
was done to prevent problems and to get the 
business of the town done in an efficient man-

The political season is here and the dogs of war 
are in full attack mode. This writer is going to do all 
he can to take the high road in this election but, 

when you are dealing 
with this level of animos-
ity, that can sometimes 
be a very difficult path to 
stay on.

The bottom line to all 
the attacks, false claims, 
and lies is that there is one 
place you the citizen and 

voter can go to get the truth for sure and that is the 

By he Sea Times. This paper is the brightest truth 
detector in our town. That other paper is a function 
of hate-mongering untruths and just plain lies so 
don't be fooled by evil politics.

The record that this writer has established over 
the last four years is one of the clearest indications 
of who you can trust and who will keep his word and 
get the job done for you, the citizens. Let us recap just 
a few highlights of the success of the Commission 
since I sat down at that Town Commissioner chair 
for the first time. Taxes reduced 10.8 per cent. Whole 
most of the other towns in Broward are in fiscal trou-
ble while we are sailing along with our heads held 

high. The return of the Volunteer Fire Department 
that has allowed a reduction of fire assessment to 
$130 for each and every household in this town, 
a savings for your family. We have a far better fire 
service now being provided by the VFD. We've com-
pleted numerous major capital improvement proj-
ects. The Sea Grape sidewalks are built, the El Prado 
Park is open and in complete use, the pavilion at the 
foot of Commercial Blvd. is finished and loved by 
most, and sewers in the North end are in. These are 
just a few of the projects that have been completed 
and fully paid for.

The political machines are starting to crank up 
and all sorts of stuff is starting to come out of the 
woodwork. As your elected official, I have tried 

hard to do what is best for 
the LBTS and have refused 
to resort to gutter tactics. 
One blogger told me a 
long time ago that he/
she would do whatever 
it takes to make sure that 
one sitting Commissioner 

is not re-elected. Several others have stated the 
same recently. Those are very strong words. The 
idea that “the end justifies the means” is contrary 

to the ideals that most Americans hold dear. This 
was one of the premises of Communism which 
enslaved millions of people for many years. What 
happens to things like honesty and integrity in 
this”whatever it takes” attitude? And what does it 
mean for the current candidates? If elected, how 
will they react when they have to make a deci-
sion that they believe is in the best interest of 
the town but contrary to some current support-
ers’ wishes? After all, they will have seen others 
ridiculed and maligned with half truths and erro-
neous opinions and conclusions. They probably 
believed lots of this stuff until they are suddenly 
faced with the same situation themselves. 

Next March, the voters will decide who the 
three new commissioners will be. Win or lose, Mc 
Intee and Silverstone are gentlemen and would 
not refuse to shake their successor’s hand. Many 
people observed former Commissioner Clark’s 
refusal to shake my outstretched hand before the 
dedication ceremony for the Pavilion last spring. 
I have kept quite about many rather strange inci-
dents but this one was observed by many. Now, 
months later, I am being accused by his support-
ers of disrespecting his management style during 
the debates. There are two basic management 
styles, one of which is the authoritarian style. This 

silversTone continued on page 9

McinTee continued on page 9

cloTTey continued on page 9

*All opinions are those of the writers and not By The Sea Times.

Birute ann Clottey

Jim Silverstone

Vice Mayor 
Jerry Mcintee
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ner. The Vice Mayor and I have made motions to 
overturn the Mayor for not following this rule, but 
were not supported. Except for one time when 
the Mayor was verbally attacked and Vice Mayor 
McIntee put a stop to it.

By not following this rule, an environment has 

been generated where a bad seed or hate has 
been allowed to fester. This hate, I fear, is becom-
ing a poison which is only further dividing our 
town. The Mayor ran on the platform of uniting 
the town, however, there seems to be problem 
with the soil.

Much is discussed about following rules yet we 

do not follow our own. I can only hope this was 
not intentional and with malice. For the love of 
our town, let’s follow our rules and let’s get down 
to getting the business of the town done, and 
when we disagree, and we will, let’s all do it re-
spectfully. Hate only makes more hate and hate is 
a tool which divides.

Finally, we have reduced the town 
budget form $25 million in 2006 to 
about $15 million today. Let us also 
not forget the town is practically debt 
free and one of the strongest towns 
in our county financially. None of this 
happen by magic but by hard work. 
This Commissioner listened to the will 
of the people and got the job done. 

I am very proud of my accomplish-
ments and hope to keep this stream 
of fiscally responsible actions in the 
future a matter of routine and not 
an abnormality. Keeping our town 
a low rise community by controlling 
the developers and stopping them 
from building any more Oriana's in 
our beautiful town is something I 
promise to you I will fight to the end 

to prevent. NO Galt Ocean Mile in our 
town and no more height increases 
in Old Town.

Thank you for your interest and if 
you need to contact me for any rea-
son please call me at 954 943-8539 

style has to be used in many situa-
tions such as the military and police 
but I do not believe this is how an 
elected official should behave. An 
incumbent has to stand on his per-
formance as Commissioner when he 
runs for another term. Mr. Clark had 
the advantages of being an incum-
bent, having a common sounding 
name, and more name recognition. 

Why is this issue even being 
brought up now? It is almost two 
years since the last election and 
neither one of us are running in 
the upcoming election. My late 
father was a non career military 

officer and a war hero. My brother 
was an officer but saw no action 
because the Vietnam was ending. 
My daughter was heavily recruit-
ed by West Point because of her 
high school SAT scores and spent 
one summer week there. I was re-
ally impressed by the young officer 
and recent West Point graduate 
who came to our home to talk to 
us. My father did not like the idea 
of a young woman going to West 
Point and I started having night-
mares about my daughter coming 
home in a coffin. I have always had 
great respect for everyone who has 
served as well as their families. 

silversTone continued from page 8

McinTee continued from page 8

cloTTey continued from page 8

*All opinions are those of the writers and not By The Sea Times.

Public Safety: * The Volunteer Fire 
Department has been returned 
and rebuilt to a high level of ser-
vice in just one year, receiving a 
prestigious ISO insurance rating to 
prove it. * Lives have been saved by 
the implementation of all the VFD 

beach safety programs. * The AMR 
Emergency Medial Service now 
provides twice as much coverage as 
BSO did and ambulance response 
times have been cut in half. * All 3 
public safety providers have been 
given new and upgraded operat-
ing space due to the cost savings 

of switching from BSO to the VFD 
and AMR. * Crime-fighting surveil-
lance cameras, installed throughout 
Town, have made Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea one of the safest communi-
ties in Broward County.
development: * All 3 of the pro-
development overlay districts have 

been repealed, returning height 
limits back to their original 33 feet in 
old town. * One lane of El Mar Drive 
has been taken back from develop-
ers and returned to a spacious two 
lanes each way.
taxes & Budget: * The Town oper-

TrusT continued from page 3

TrusT continued on page 16
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By Staff Writers
We feel we have no choice but to address the 

misinformation that is being spread via another lo-
cal paper because if we do not, we are in part, en-
abling deceit. That goes against the values this pa-
per stands behind. The By the Sea Times, to the best 
of our ability, prints the truth on news issues. We 
may make mistakes, but never intentionally, and if 
we do, a correction will be forthcoming. It is impor-
tant for us to try to do the right thing. Why, because 
we love Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. Now, we shall try 
to clear up the misinformation, fabrications, and 
other political spin and let you, the reader, under-
stand the facts.
Untruth: Commissioners are giving away the 
town’s money and it was unbeknownst to the 
Commissioners that the Town squirreled away more 
then $18 million.
truth: Absurd! Paying off the Town’s debt has been 
an issue for over 6 months and spoken about many 
times by both the Commissioners and the public 
who voiced their concern we should be debt free. 
Numerous times it was raised by both Vice Mayor 
McIntee and Commissioner Silverstone and veri-
fied by the Town Manager that the Town had the 
available cash to pay off the debt or use it down the 
road, if so chosen. It was decided to pay off the debt 
to eliminate interest payments, which makes us one 

in a very small number of mu-
nicipalities in Broward Country 
that can state that.
Untruth: The town should 
have cut taxes.
truth: The Town did cut taxes! 
Please refer to the Broward 
country tax appraiser’s web 
page with its certified docu-
mentation stating this fact in 
black and white. This was also discussed in depth, 
publicly, multiple times. It was decided that be-
cause of the current unstable economic climate 
it was unwise to further lower taxes which meant 
cutting into the reserves which are set up to pay for 
future expenses or Town emergencies.
Untruth:… No tax cuts for residents and an impli-
cation that an increase in fees is generating profits.
truth: The Commission voted on the fees with 
public input as has always been the case. The ten-
nis court fees were set at the request of the tennis 
players! Fire inspections and the fees associated 
with them, per town and state laws, were never 
fully implemented under BSO fire rescue. Many 
building were never inspected for fire safety and 
thus not charged a fire inspection fee. It is impos-
sible for a public entity to make a profit. Any excess 
revenues are used to reduce future taxes, fees, or to 
increase services.
Untruth: [Bel Air Suicide incident]…McIntee com-

pounded his error by allow-
ing the wife and daughter to 
re-enter the house with him. 
Why did he allow the child to 
enter the bedroom to view the 
body a second time? Hadn’t 
she already been traumatized 
enough?
truth: Even after the two eye-
witnesses, the wife of the vic-

tim and first responder McIntee, have stated this 
is completely untrue, it was reprinted for a second 
time and exaggerated even further. Please see the 
true story on page 3 – What was Written was Not 
What happened - Wife of Suicide Victim Sets the 
Record Straight.
Untruth: Vice Mayor McIntee did not offer to sub-
mit to a new interview regarding his request for a 
new investigation.
truth: Vice Mayor McIntee requested a full investi-
gation on the grossly misreported suicide incident 
by Mark Brown of the Futures paper at the last com-
mission meeting. In fact, two days after his request, 
he gave a complete sworn statement to a BSO ho-
micide detective clarifying the facts of the incident.
Untruth: VFD Chief Perkins said after the commis-
sion meeting that the account written by Mark 
Brown in By the Sea Futures on the Bel Air suicide 
was 100% accurate.

The October 13 Commis sion meet-
ing left me speechless and wonder-
ing what has happened 
to Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. 
Civility is no longer required 
in order to attend or to speak 
at a town meeting. Mayor 
Minnet is delusional if she 
thinks saying “we all need to 
come together” is effective, 
or even heard anymore. In 
the very next breath she is unable to 
hide her contempt for anyone who 
is not a supporter and that includes 

some of our elected officials on the 
dais. It has been nearly two years since 
she was narrowly elected and she has 
not grown into the position or done 

anything but blame others 
for the divide in our town. 
She has made it worse. Case 
in point; for the second time 
in as many months she has 
allowed a business person 
to come first to the dais 
brandishing fishing knives 
and fish hooks and at the 

last meeting he came waving a fish-
ing rod at the Commissioners along 
with a bucket of dead fish.

If this man were not a supporter of 
the Mayor she would have demanded 
he leave Jarvis Hall with his inappro-
priate foolishness. She does not get 
the disrespect this shows her and all 
residents, and she can’t change now.

Her inability to refrain from inject-
ing unflattering comments when rec-
ognizing Commissioner Silverstone 
and Vice Mayor McIntee proves she 
is not qualified even at this late date 
to run a meeting.

Our town doubled in size nearly 
10 years ago and we faced many 
problems and had our share of grow-
ing pains. But the elected officials of 

the last 60 years would never have 
dreamed of acting this way or allowing 
the audience to take over a meeting, it 
just never would have happened.

Yes, I was there when Jarvis hall 
filled to overflowing when the 
Volunteer Fire Department was 
fired. Yes, people were upset but 
no one in the audience felt threat-
ened or was out of line. How can 
we fix this before the next election? 
Commissioner Clottey needs to sup-
port Commissioner Silverstone and 
Vice Mayor McIntee in a vote to over-
ride the Mayor and have disruptive 
people removed from the hall.

The Truth Detector

Left Speechless

TruTh continued on page 17

*All opinions are those of the writers and not By The Sea Times.

Mary ann 
Wardlaw
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By Cristie Furth
After an arduous 4 year process, 

the Florida Hometown Democracy 
Amendment has made it to the 
November 2010 ballot. What is Florida 
Hometown Democracy and why is it 
important for Florida and Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea? Because the amendment 
has to do with development and de-
velopment always matters to the resi-
dents of our town.

Amendment Organizer, Leslie 

Blackner, puts it this way. “The Florida 
Hometown Democracy Amendment 
seeks to put the people back in charge 
of the places they live by - replacing 
county or city commission votes to 
adopt or change a comprehensive 
land use plans - with votes by the citi-
zens. The amendment gives the keys 
of stability back to the voters, allowing 
the will of the people to lock or unlock 
changes to existing land use catego-
ries. In other words Florida Hometown 

Democracy lets voters decide if a pro-
posed change will make their com-
munity a better place to live.”

Not surprisingly little Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea once again led the pack 
in this area. In 2006, when we passed 
the town-wide, four story maximum 
height limit, we also passed a zoning 
amendment that protects against any 
increases in the height limits of resi-
dentially-zoned districts without prior 
approval by the voters. That means if 
your neighborhood is currently zoned 
for two story development it cannot 

be raised to 3 stories unless the citizens 
of the Town vote to do so. The overall 
intention of this amendment was to 
preserve our unique, low-profile, non-
commercialized small-town charm.

[Ed. Note: This was the amendment 
that the former, pro-development 
Old-Guard Commission fought very 
hard to defeat].

Florida Hometown Democracy 
is a grass-roots non partisan group 
who recognize that putting people 
in charge of the places they live is 
the key to a sustainable future for 
our state. Over the years, the State 

But Lauderdale-by-the-Sea did it First!
Florida Hometown Democracy – Great Idea!

deMocrac y continued on page 18

*All opinions are those of the writers and not By The Sea Times.
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By Liliana Pomerada
My 25th year St. Lawrence Catholic Elementary 

School Reunion was hosted in Lauderdale By The 
Sea this month. Yes you read correctly, "Elementary 
School" reunion. Some of us still live in the area, 
some drove hours, some flew in. For the 8th grade 
graduating class of 1984 (you can do the math on 
our age now) time has surely passed but when 
we see each other it is like we were just together 
yesterday in elementary school learning and play-
ing along side each other. The smiles and laughter 
were unstoppable for 3 days as we talked about 
days gone by, listened to late 70's 80's tunes and 
compared our faces to those class photos from 5 
years ago. We see in those photos reflections of our 
youth, and somehow still, there are recognizable 
traces on our faces today. Our 5th grade teacher 
was present at the reunion as she was at the one 
held 5 years ago. She has been the Principal of 
St. Lawrence Elementary for many years now. 
Although she is now Mrs. Hyatt we cannot seem to 
call her that because to us she was Mrs. Lopez back 
then and always will be.

Just a handful of classmates formed lifelong 
bonds, best friends since then. However the major-

ity of us do not maintain contact yet somehow we 
are drawn together after all these years. It does not 
matter where we are in life, married, never married, 
divorced, with children, with no children, children 
on the way. Some of us are college educated, not 
college educated, working, not working. This class 
of 1984 does not measure itself by individual suc-
cesses, failures, looks or anything else; still some-
thing holds us together.

After 25 years many of us may not be able to ex-
press in exact words the reason why we come to-
gether and travel up to thousands of miles to see 
each other time and time again. What words some-
times cannot say the heart can. It is in our heart, the 
friendships that were made when we were children 
at the age of 6 years old clearly had such an impact 
on each one of us. Although time passes our hearts 

never forget moments shared together. I do be-
lieve the innocence of that time was a momentary 
passing that can only be appreciated years later as 
we recognize such innocence goes by so quickly in 
life. We reflect on that time now as some of us raise 
our children and long for the day they too can be 
blessed with such a connection to humankind and 
the formation of life long bonds.

We spent the weekend relaxing and reminisc-
ing on the beaches of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. We 
browsed through photos of the 1984 graduation, 
our 8th grade trip to Disney World, laughed with 
such emotion at our fashions (or lack thereof) 
back then. I cannot end this without a mention 
of the hairstyles, probably what caused the most 
outburst, mainly from wondering "what were we 
thinking?" As we departed, I am sure we all contin-
ue to carry within us a sincere heartfelt gratitude 
for such a bond that seems to keep pulling us to-
gether. There was a 20th year reunion 5 years ago, 
this year was the 25th year reunion. There is no 
question in my mind this tradition will continue 
as our hearts will not let go of the bonds we un-
knowingly made 25 years ago. "The Lord brought 
us together at St. Lawrence and I'm sure he will 
keep us together, I am sure of that." I hope our 
story made your heart smile!

By Staff Writer
On Saturday October 

10, 2009, Deputy Chief 
Jerry McIntee of the LBTS 
Volunteer Fire Department 
gave the staff of the Sea 
Watch restaurant a fire de-
fense, hands on program. 
This prepares these indi-
viduals with a knowledge 
of what to do if a fire oc-
curs in their establishment. 
The training included a 
discussion on evacuation 
of employees and custom-
ers, alerting the fire depart-

ment immediately if a fire 
occurs, and training in the 
use of in-house fire extin-
guishers to suppress any 

live fire in their restaurant.
The class was well re-

ceived by all and certainly 
increased the awareness 

of the staff of this fine res-
taurant in our community 
on what to do if a fire oc-
curs. This is another great 

example of our Volunteer 
Fire Department following 
their motto: NEIGHBORS 
HELPING NEIGHBORS.

Childhood Friends

Neighbors Helping Neighbors - VFD Staff Trains Sea Watch Employees



by the sea TIMES October 23, 2009 www.bytheseatimes.com 13

The Broward Sheriff’s Office 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea District 
will host a BSO Police Town Hall on 
Thursday, November 12, 2009 from 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The event will be 
held at Jarvis Hall, 4505 Ocean Drive, 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea.

Residents will have the oppor-
tunity to learn about the Broward 
Sheriff’s Office and the many ser-
vices we provide. Crime prevention 
and public safety information will 
be disseminated. Residents will also 
have the opportunity to interact 
with members of the Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea district. Members from our 
Citizens on Patrol (COP) program will 
be in attendance as well, to provide 

information on how residents can 
become involved with ensuring the 
safety of their own communities.

According to BSO Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea District Chief Oscar Llerena, 
“Unfortunately, much of peoples’ 

knowledge of how a law enforce-
ment agency operates comes from 
movies and television shows. Their 
only interaction with a deputy sheriff 
may be during a traffic stop. This fo-
rum will not only allow our residents 
to receive first hand, accurate infor-
mation on how their police depart-
ment operates and the services we 
provide, but will also give them the 
opportunity to interact and speak 
with their deputy sheriffs in an infor-
mal and comfortable setting.”

Snacks and refreshments will 
be served, courtesy of the Town of 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea residents of all ages are 
welcome.

Broward Sheriff’s Office Hosts Police Town Hall Forum

BSo Chief oscar llerena
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A designer on HGTV said "Don’t 
be afraid to make mistakes because 
mistakes can be happy accidents!” 
This is really a clever way of 
saying "Take a chance with 
decorating ideas." Wood 
molding is today's design 
topic to make a dramatic 
difference in your home!

Moldings are lines that 
look ornamental but also 
solve design problems just 
as they did for the Greeks who dis-
covered the idea a long time ago. 
This accent, painted or stained, adds 
visual and structural interest to ceil-
ings, walls, windows, and doors. 
People fear that moldings are only 
for traditional settings, but not so 
today! A simple molding, painted 

white, can work in any modern set-
ting. Put stained and more elaborate 
moldings in a traditional design. 
Finishing touches such as chair rails, 
crown moldings, wood cornices, and 

other decorative enhance-
ments turn a home into a 
showplace with little cost. 
Most important, you can do 
this yourself!!!

As an architectural de-
tail, moldings are a power-
ful design element. Ceiling 
molding draws the eye up-

ward and visually raises the height 
of the room. Painted a gloss white, 
molding makes an eight foot ceiling 
appear taller. Add width and stained 
molding to a large room with a high-
er ceiling and it will appear warmer 
and cozy! "Crown" molding, which 
is softly curved, is the most popular 

style and about three to four inches 
wide. Other styles add width with 
beading and more curves and cuts 
can be added to end up with seven 
or eight inches which really make an 
elaborate statement.

Various molding styles can be 
added to almost any room, most 
commonly living, family, dining, and 
bedrooms. Add molding to upper 
kitchen cabinets, if there is room, to 
make the cabinets appear as more 
formal furniture. Use a molding 
as a chair rail in a dining room or 
hallway placing them about three 
feet up from the floor. This visually 
separates the room and adds inter-
est to a long, boring hall. You may 
then use two different values of a 
paint color, darker on the bottom 
and lighter above which gives you 
a dramatic, new look!

Take pieces of a molding to form 
squares or rectangular "frames" and 
nail them on a wall evenly spaced 
apart from each other. Paint or stain 
with an accent color to add tex-
ture or interest to the room. Form a 
larger "frame" on a wall and make a 
"mural" of smaller pictures clustered 
within the molding frame itself. This 
makes a great statement. Be cre-
ative with the shape and size!

Tile moldings are a great idea for 
a bathroom. They come in various 
widths and depths for a wonder-
ful "art" appeal. This also works for 
a tile back splash in a kitchen. Tile 
moldings can be used to frame out 
a picture of tile pieces depicting a 
bowl of fruit or a scene. Place this 
behind a stove or sink to have art 
in the kitchen.

Baseboard moldings are often 
used to border wood and tile floors 
or also as a finish for wall-to-wall 
carpeting. Today, wider is more 
popular, up to five even seven inch-
es!!. Made of wood, or polymers, 
moldings are here to stay. Learn 
more decorating tricks with me on 
Fridays 10-11/30 at Jarvis Hall. Make 
moldings matter in your home! 
Judith Jones, Interiors by J.J.

Molding Matters!

Judy Jones 
JJ interiors
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Heritage Society

Imagine cars buried right here in 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea! Who did it, 
what model of car could it 
be, a Packard, Model-T, or 
split-window coup? Image 
today finding a collector’s 
gold mine of 20’s and 30’s 
automobiles like these bur-
ied right beneath the sand 
in an underground junkyard! 
Back in the old days, Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea dumped trash and debris to 
the north around the Jade Beach area 
but old cars were considered seri-
ous eyesores and buried out of sight. 
We’ll let you know at a future time 

just where the mystery underground 
treasures are said to be buried!

A local reader asked 
me, “Who stopped the 
Casino from opening and 
letting the building stand 
vacant for years?” Well, 
that was both Mr. Gore of 
Sea Ranch and Mr. Anglin! 
They both didn’t fancy 

gambling in the developing com-
munities they envisioned.

I wish to thank Connie who former-
ly manned the Chamber Welcome 
Center desk for leading a gentleman 
my way. The phone call was enlight-

ening as he was the son of one of our 
first Town Charter writers in 1947. 
After moving here in the mid 40’s 
John and his parents, Edward and 
Clara Dobroth, of Chicago, built the 
Claredo at 4105 El Mar Drive, right 
beside the Casablanca hotel. They 
eventually sold in 1950 and moved 
to California when John was a mere 
10 years old. He related stories about 
buildings he knew and remembered 
seeing Mr. Anglin around town quite a 
bit in those days. I asked if he had any 
pictures and he said no, but he wished 
he had. He was happy to know some-
one was putting something from the 
old days together again. I closed our 
conversation by asking him what he 
did in California and he said he was a 
retired Judge. I wonder if his father’s 
influence of writing our first charter 
lead him to a career in law?

I recently acquired a picture of 
the Claredo, which reveals the Palm 
Avenue portal open as far as the eye 
can see with no Villa Caprice Hotel on 
the adjoining property. In the back-
ground would be the Casino, also 
known later as the Swiss Inn.

The Claredo was at 4105 El Mar 

Drive. That spot, today, is where 
the Lauderdale Beach Hotel, for-
merly known as the Holiday Inn 
now operates.

Buried Cars and Other Treasures

Jerry Sehl
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The March 2010 election is al-
most upon us and men and women 
are standing in line willing to cut 
off their right arms or the 
heads of their opponents 
to get the tap on the shoul-
der, nod of the head, or the 
wink of an eye, as a sign of 
endorsement to become 
someone's candidate of 
choice in the 2010 elec-
tion. Each of the candidates, even 
those not fully qualified, will be car-
rying a briefcase stuffed with cam-
paign contributions and creden-
tials. Beware of some candidates 
with an in-depth plan of their own, 
or of others, to immediately after 
being elected rid the town of the 
pavilion and an occasional accom-
panying puddle of water, simply to 
satisfy a few.

For certain, as of today, there is 
only one person in this town, if he 

chooses to run, who could receive 
100% of the votes cast and prevent 
this from happening. He is admired 

by all; a man that has a dis-
like for politics but has a love 
for the people of this town. 
This man could have been a 
preacher but the adulation 
of a congregation of 2000 
people would not satisfy 
his enormous ego. Neither 

would receiving all votes cast in this 
town of 6000 to elect him as mayor. 
Unfortunately, this man will never 
seek office in Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea or any city with a population of 
less than one million people. His ego 
needs the adoration of hundreds of 
thousands of people. You may won-
der, who is this calm, rational, and 
modest man?

Perhaps, I will soon say goodbye 
to the people of Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea and say hello to the distant city 

of Agra. Agra has a similar concern 
as ours regarding our pavilion built 
in 2009 and an occasional puddle 
of water following our tropical 
storms. My platform in Agra, a city of 
1,326,000 people, will guarantee my 
ego will be satisfied when hundreds 
of thousands of votes will be cast in 
my favor. My promise to the people 
will be to preserve forever the Taj 
Mahal that was built in 1653. The Taj 
Mahal has an occasional puddle di-
lemma even more severe than ours 
in Lauderdale by the Sea. During 
July, August, and September the 
monsoon rains have always created 
a puddle or two near the Taj Mahal. 
Instead of complaining after each 
storm for the last 356 years, each 
generation has given thanks to their 
God that their families survived the 
monsoon storms and the Taj Mahal 
remained unscathed. Smiles of ap-
preciation were always noticeable as 
they played, bathed, and waded in 
a newly formed puddle while ador-

ingly gazing at the Taj Mahal, one of 
the eight wonders of the world. Not 
so in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea where 
a discontent few frequently refer to 
the pavilion and a temporary puddle 
as a political disaster, while the same 
puddle in the Sahara Desert, would 
be revered as a gift from God.

I often wonder when you visited 
the Taj Mahal during the monsoon 
season; did standing in a newly 
formed puddle lessen your appre-
ciation for the Taj Mahal? I am cer-
tain it didn't. Perhaps after our next 
tropical storm you and your fam-
ily will stand in a temporary puddle 
and admire our "First Wonder of 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea", the pavil-
ion. If so speak proudly of it to your 
friends and all the visitors you meet. 
Most of all, thank your God that the 
storm was not destructive and that 
you and your family survived once 
again to safely play, bathe, and 
wade in a puddle, just as the people 
of Agra have done for 356 years.

Good-Bye L.B.S., Hello Agra

ating budget has been re-
duced from $25 million to 
$15 million. * Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea taxes have 
been cut by 10.8%. * The 
Town debt has been paid 
off and we are operating 
in the black. * Fire assess-
ment fees have remained 
cut in half. * Trash removal 
costs have been reduced. 
* Monthly storm water fees 
have been eliminated.
Good Government: * Public 
comments at commission 
meetings have been re-
opened to everyone who 
wishes to speak. * There are 
no longer any backroom 

deals being cut with de-
velopers or Town contracts 
awarded to friends of com-
missioners. * The Town web-
site keeps LBTS Government 
transparent by posting the 
budget and agenda back-up 
material online along with 
streaming-live commission 
meetings * Outdated codes 
have been revised and are 
now equitably enforced.
Quality of life: * The Town 
provides its residents and 
visitors with high-quality, 
family-oriented holiday 
events. * There are now two 
downtown weekend mu-
sic events instead of one. 
* Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 

will be the home of the na-
tion’s first Biorock coral & fish 
habitat project. * Resident 
beach parking has been re-
instated and kept reason-
ably priced.
Capital improvements: 
* The sewer, Seagrape side-
walk, Commercial Boulevard 
pavilion, and El Prado Park 
improvement projects have 
all been completed and 
paid for. Plans are in the 
works to spend the $1 mil-
lion Oriana penalty on El 
Mar Dr. beautification.

We don’t envy any new 
candidate who has to run 
against the above record 
of accomplishments for 

the people of Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea. Vice Mayor 
McIntee and Commissioner 
Silverstone have either initi-
ated and/or supported every 
one of them. If they should 
decide to run for a second 
term of office, their declared 
opponents will have an 
uphill battle either attack-
ing their voting records or 
competing with their dedi-
cated volunteer service to 
the community. What will 
the Old-Guard candidates 
run on? Will it be an honest 
campaign based on facts 
and honest differences or a 
familiar Old-Guard negative 
campaign based on scare 

tactics, misinformation, and 
personal attacks?

As we have recently wit-
nessed with the flip flop of 
Commissioner Dodd on his 
campaign promises, the 2010 
election will not be a time to 
take a chance on candidates 
with new faces who have no 
long-standing, proven re-
cords of doing the right thing 
for Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. 
They can promise one thing 
to get your vote but then do 
another if elected. The future 
of our little seaside oasis is 
at stake. That is why we ask 
you to seriously consider this 
election year’s biggest ques-
tion... “Who do you trust?”

TrusT continued from page 9

Frank Herrmann



by the sea TIMES October 23, 2009 www.bytheseatimes.com 17

In my last column I wrote of the fu-
neral procession for my father-in-law 
and the fact that all traffic didn’t stop. 
Since then I have ridden in 
another funeral procession. 
My 93 year old father passed 
away on September 28th. As 
we travelled across my home 
town, Lima, Ohio, the traffic 
stopped. Some people even 
got out of their cars. My im-
mediate thought was that 
small towns can be different.

Karen’s father’s funeral procession 
was in the suburban area of Columbus, 
Ohio. Lima is a town of about 38,000 
(over 50,000 when I lived there and 

graduated from Lima Senior High 
School) and would be classified as 
small by many people.

In reality, the values of a 
community are not deter-
mined by its size but by its 
residents. I think most of us 
expect small town residents 
to be friendlier and to show 
more respect to one an-
other. However, there is no 
guarantee. It depends upon 
the residents.

Even though our public image 
often portrays LBTS residents as un-
friendly and lacking respect for one 
another, I find our community to be 

a friendly community. I have discov-
ered that visitors to our community 
are not surprised when you speak to 
them. They actually expect LBTS to be 
a friendly place.

How do we improve our public im-
age? We change our behavior in Jarvis 
Hall at Town Meetings. The number of 
residents who attend these meetings 
indicates we are a small town. However, 
the attitude displayed at times shows 
lack of respect for one another.

Collectively we can improve our 
public image. If you are a regular at-
tendee of Commission Meetings try 
speaking to people you do not know 
and/or with whom you disagree. If you 
have stayed away from the meetings 
because of what you have seen on 

Channel 78, I encourage you to attend 
meetings in person and help create a 
friendlier environment.

For many years my father was a milk 
salesman, delivering milk door to door. 
His route included a rich area, where 
people could be snobbish, and a poor 
area, where people could be untrust-
ing and angry. My father managed to 
treat all of them the same. He treated 
both the rich the poor with respect.

Small towns can be different. Let us 
join together and make LBTS different. 
Let us disagree with one another while 
treating each other with respect. Let 
us seek common goals that we might 
work together to improve our commu-
nity. Most of all let us treat one another 
like we expect to be treated.

Small Towns Can Be Different

truth: Not only did Chief Perkins correct a number 
of key inaccuracies in the article during the commis-
sion meeting, he told sources he never made the 
above statement to Mr. Brown after the meeting.
Untruth: McIntee, Silverstone and Colon defended 
the decision to hold a meeting on Yom Kippur.
truth: The Commissioners/Mayor all looked at the 
calendar, which was posted publicly for weeks be-
fore the first of these meetings but, unintentionally, 
missed this unfortunate error. It was brought up by 
a member of the public just before the holiday but 
it was too late too take any action by that time. To 
word it as that paper did can only be taken as at-
tempt to try to manipulate people to think a certain 

way. This is unconscionable and shame on that pa-
per in trying to build an environment where only 
hate presides.
Untruth: The budget for the Volunteer Fire 
Department was increased by over 4% to over 
$1million.
truth: The budget for the VFD is $840,000. The bill 
from BSO Fire would have been over $2.7 million in 
comparison.
Untruth: …and just think McIntee wants to be the 
next police chief.
truth: #1 This is just made-up hogwash. #2 Florida 
state law clearly indicates McIntee does not have 
the qualifications to fill such a position. #3 LBTS is 
not getting rid of BSO police.

Untruth: ...the terrible infighting of town commis-
sioners about whether to allow the wonderful con-
certs on Friday and Saturday nights.
truth: Commissioners Silverstone and McIntee 
generously voted to open the streets for Saturday 
night parties for Athena’s and 101 Oceans. - which 
the former Commission had consistently denied. 
Now there are two downtown music events every 
weekend instead of one.
Untruth: Commissioner Clottey has proposed to 
charge seniors a fee for paying bridge, taking com-
puter classes....etc. at the senior center.
truth: It was Mayor Minnet, who at a budget meet-
ing, publicly stated that seniors should be paying to 
use the Senior Center, not Clottey.

TruTh continued from page 10

ter [not 5 as reported in the 
Future’s] is distraught but 
doesn’t really know what’s 
going on and I have to tell 
her that daddy shot him-
self. I had already called 911 
and was standing over my 
husband’s body still scream-
ing when, almost immedi-

ately, Mr. McIntee [Deputy 
Chief of the Volunteer Fire 
Department] came into the 
room and said, “I heard you 
from down the street before 
I got the call.” He then got on 
his walkie talkie, called for 
assistance and tried to calm 
me down.

People, including para-

medics, started arriving 
within 15 seconds of his 
being there. Mr. McIntee 
grabbed me and said, “We 
need to remove you and 
your daughter from this 
room; we’re going to let 
them do their work.” I looked 
at him right in the eye and 
said “Please save him” and he 

said “They’ll do everything 
they can.” However, I had as-
sumed when I had looked 
into my husband’s eyes and 
saw the wound – that he 
had passed. Although he 
had a faint pulse there was 
no one home anymore, he 
was brain-dead.

Mr. McIntee took me from 

the bedroom and brought 
me to the living room and

that is where I remained 
until they [BSO Police] took 
me to the back porch. Never 
once did I step outside of 
my home [as reported in 
the Future’s] until maybe 6 
hours later when I physically 

suicide continued from page 3

suicide continued on page 23

George 
Hunsaker, town 

Chaplain
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lEttErS to tHE Editor
So Much Hatred

I’m writing to express my admiration and ap-
preciation for the great work that Vice Mayor, 
McIntee, and Commissioners Silverstone and 
Clottey have done for the town. The mindless 
accusations in every issue of the so-called news-
paper, Future’s, against these wonderful public 
servants is a disgrace.

So much hatred directed at Vice Mayor, 
McIntee, Commissioner Silverstone, and now 

Town Manager, Colon reminds me of the old 
saying, “Hatred Destroys the Hater.”

The Future’s, like the barbarians of old, can’t 
seem to create anything beautiful themselves, 
so they try to destroy anything that is beauti-
ful. Sick, sick, sick are mild words to describe 
how the Future’s treats these honorable pub-
lic servants.

The Future’s now put Mayor Minnet and 
Commissioner Dodd on a pedestal (our two most 
inept Commissioners, in my opinion). To appear 

in a paper that attacks members of their own 
Commission body is disloyal. As for Dodd; when 
he was seeking my vote, he said that “Minnet 
was the enemy” and “his vote would nullify her 
vote.” And though I hate to place labels on peo-
ple, Dodd is a turncoat and a Judas. He is now for 
everything I am against and against everything I 
am for. I, for one, will never vote for him again!

John Aydinian 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea

When our daughter moved to 
Florida five years ago, we discovered 
this little wonderful seaside resort 
of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. We fell in 
love with this charming little town 
that isn’t dominated by high-rise 
condos and that didn’t allow de-
velopers to put their hands on the 
beachside properties to destroy the 
charm of the resort area.

Since October of 2004, we have 
come back to LBTS in spring and au-
tumn and we never regretted one 
single moment. The construction of 
Oriana and Villas by the Sea didn’t 
stop us from coming back but made 

us fear that the face of this little com-
munity might change. We hope that 
those responsible for Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea will not allow this.

We discovered the Blue Seas 
Courtyard run by Marc and Cristie 
Furth and decided that this is the 
place we want to spend our vaca-
tions at. They are wonderful hosts 
who exude kindness and helpfulness 
with absolute discretion. We just fell 
in love right from the beginning.

We have been to beaches on the 
Baltic, the French Atlantic Ocean, 
the Spanish, Italian, and French 
Mediterranean, and the Greek 

Islands but let us make one thing 
very clear. Huge beach hotels, high 
rise condos that block out the view 
of the ocean will not attract peo-
ple but drive them away. Take care 
that Lauderdale-by-the-Sea doesn’t 
make the same mistakes as other 
tourist communities have made. 
Marc and Cristie Furth don’t get 
tired of fighting for the preservation 
of this small paradise. They have our 
support and certainly deserve yours. 
They enjoy the LBTS community life 
so much that you should take pride 
in offering them your help.

One thing is certain; although our 

daughter moved away from Florida, 
we will come back here as long 
as Lauderdale-by-the-Sea doesn’t 
change its character. This is some-
thing that Europeans now under-
stand and it has changed their atti-
tudes over the last years.

Sincerely, 
Horst and Suzanne Boese 
Germany

[Ed. Note: While Mr. and Mrs. Boese’s 
accolades of our establishment and 
preservation efforts make us blush, 
we felt it was important to let their 
ideas on what makes Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea a desirable destination for 
European tourist be known.

Europeans Appreciate Lauderdale-by-the-Sea!

Legislature had made it easier and 
easier to amend comprehensive 
plans by carving out loopholes but 
the real problem was that amend-
ments are political decisions made 
by elected officials.

When commissioners vote on 
a proposed comprehensive plan 
change, they are supposed to be rep-
resenting the broad public interest. 
But we know what happens to that; 
the public interest gets hijacked by 

the growth machine and redefined 
to mean - keeping construction grow-
ing full throttle. The well-being of the 
community, the citizens’ quality of life, 
our beautiful environment, and every-
thing that makes a community a de-
sirable place to live gets sacrificed at 
the alter of the growth machine. This 
is precisely what happened when the 
former Commission instituted devel-
oper-friendly overlay districts in Old 
Town without a vote of the people.

Just as we do in Lauderdale-by-

the-Sea, the Florida Hometown 
Democracy folks believe that citizens 
have the right to demand that their 
“quality of life” not be harmed by end-
less construction and that too many 
county and city commissioners just 
cannot say no to developer-initiated 
comprehensive plans that are destruc-
tive to a community’s quality of life.

This amendment has raised a lot of 
protest from developers, Chambers of 
Commerce, and local governments as 
they do not want the power to devel-

op taken out of the hands of politicians 
and given to the voters. To make that 
point - when Commissioner Clottey 
attended the annual Florida League 
of Cities convention in Orlando this 
past August, a committee brought the 
issue to the floor for a vote and as far 
as Commissioner Clottey could assess, 
she seemed to be the only delegate in 
the room to vote in favor of the Florida 
Hometown Democracy Amendment. 
But then again...she’s from Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea!

deMocracy continued from page 11
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“The daisy's for simplicity and un-
affected air” is what Robert Burns 
says in his poem, “ O Luve Will 
Venture In.” Garberia hetero-
phylla is in the daisy family 
but is not the white and yel-
low one we normally visu-
alize. It is pink tinged with 
purple supported by blades 
and leaves that are a gray-
ish green. None the less it is 
one of the few members of 
the daisy family here in Florida and 
is admired for its beauty.

When in bloom, usually in late 
autumn and occasionally in the win-
ter, every branch of this dwarf shrub 
bears large clusters of delicately 
graceful pink flowers. It delights gar-
deners and butterflies of all kinds 

who dote on the nectar-filled flowers. 
Garberia needs dry well-drained san-
dy soil. It is an evergreen that grows 
11/2 to 3 feet, but can grow up to 6 
feet. The shrub needs full sun and is 

drought tolerant. It is one 
of our native Florida plants 
and is considered a pro-
tected species. Propagation 
is from seed directly sowed 
outdoors in fall. The flower 
of Garberia itself resembles 
Liatris which is a close rela-
tive but it is a shrub which 

separates it from the perennial herb.
It is easy to grow as it is disease 

free and requires little maintenance. 
You may have some difficulty find-
ing the plant because nurseries carry 
very few due to its classification as a 
threatened species.

Florida is very protective of their 

native plants. So much 
so that plant rescue ac-
tivity is conducted by 
the Florida Department 
of Transportation. They 
have a group known 
as Florida’s Turnpike 
Enterprise which over-
sees 450 miles of high-
way. When developing 
new roadways, they uti-
lize environmental protocol such as 
listed plants species. The Turnpike 
has worked with the Historic Bok 
Sanctuary to provide research and 
conservation for plants that are im-
pacted by construction. With mon-
ies provided through grants the Bok 
Sanctuary Nursery has been able to 
grow and maintain Florida’s endan-
gered plants that grow only here 
and no where else in the world.

These gardens where started 
in 1922 by Edward Bok who hired 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., to trans-
form an area in Lake Wales in Central 
Florida that would “touch the soul 
with its beauty and quiet.” If you 
are interested in viewing some of 
Florida’s native beauty contact, Bok 
Tower Gardens 1151 Tower Blvd. 
863-676-1408 or www.boktower-
gardens.org. It is a worthwhile trip!

A Florida Daisy

Barbara 
McGuinness
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When trying to determine the value of your 
property, it’s the Buyer who ultimately decides 
how much your property is worth. At the end of 
the day, it doesn’t matter how much you paid for 
the property, or how much money you’ve put into 
it. If you have a house for sale and you have no of-
fers then that means that Buyers aren’t willing to 

pay for it. In simple terms - it’s priced too high.
Here are recent Single Family homes sales so 

you can see how much Buyers have paid recently 
for Single Family Homes on our Barrier Island. 
Note, Sea Ranch Lakes was not over looked; there 
just weren’t any single family homes with closed 
sales in the MLS for the last 90 days (at the time 

this column was written.)
Any questions or comments? 

Contact your realtor or me at 
954-817-0606, or visit www.
ShevaunsRealEstate.com.

Shevaun Steward-Kuhn, GRI, 
GREEN is a 13 year resident of 
LBTS and a Fine Homes Specialist 
for Prudential Florida 1st Realty.

liquid Nutritional Supplement to 
Balance, Mind, Body & Spirit ~ leave 
Stress Behind! Zrii-the original 
amalaki Zrii� Zrii is  
a wonderful Sanskrit 
word that means light, 
luster, splendor, and 
prosperity� that defini-
tion also describes our 
organization, which is 
why Zrii is the perfect 
name for us� it is also 
the definition of what 
we do—we enable others to shine, 
to have prosperity, and to discover 
good fortune�

Zrii is also the name of our nu-
tritional liquid supplement. Once 
again, the Zrii name fits on many 

levels, since this product can be-
come your source for increased 
energy and renewed vitality. It can 

also be a wellspring 
for general health and 
wellbeing, as well as a 
way to open up new fi-
nancial opportunities 
and lifestyle possibili-
ties. Zrii-the original 
amalaki Nutritional 
information�

Zrii offers you many 
potential health benefits. Why? It's 
no surprise once you look at the in-
credible nutritional profile of amala-
ki, the keystone ingredient in Zrii. 
This small fruit contains a huge num-
ber of nutrients that can contribute 

Introducing A Healthy and 
Wealthy Way of Living!

ADVERTISEMENT

Real Estate – Buyers Set Home Values

Melissa & Stewart 
Proud lBtS residents

Shevaun 
Steward-Kuhn 

realtor
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Have you ever wondered what a Rabbi and 
a Christian Pastor have in common? You might 
be surprised at the answer; it’s a lot more than 

a belief in God. Mitch Albom 
has written another amaz-
ing book, again a true story, 
with his latest work Have A 
Little Faith. It is in true Mitch 
Albom style, so if you loved 
Tuesday’s With Morrie, or 
The Five People You Meet in 

Heaven, you will adore this book. It is impos-
sible to put down and impossible to forget. A 
lot of books once you read them they are done 
but this one stays with you.

Have A Little Faith is the story of Mitch 
Albom, an 82 year old suburban Rabbi and an 
ex-con Christian Pastor who preaches to the 

poor and homeless. Mitch was 
asked by the Rabbi (Reb) to 
deliver his eulogy, and while 
Mitch was flattered, felt he did 
not know Reb well enough. 
This led Mitch to get to know 
the Rabbi who taught him 
even more life lessons, albeit 
unintentionally.

Mitch had been away from 
his faith for a long time, only 
attending holiday services. 
He had lost faith, questioned 
faith, and just plain gotten too 
busy. This is the story of his finding out what 
faith is and not just his own but others as well. 
This is how the Christian Pastor (Henry) comes 
in to it. Henry had the life no one would expect 
a pastor to have but it gave him the strength, 
conviction, and desire to preach; to reach out 

and help those going through 
what he did. This story compares 
two men, two faiths, two worlds 
and two communities and in the 
end shows how, while they may 
seem very different on the out-
side, looks are indeed deceiving.

This is an amazing story, if 
you have faith, if you don’t, or 
if you are searching. It is just 
heartwarming and sparks some-
thing inside of you. You see man 
hating man, man hurting man, 
and finally man helping man, 

and the outcomes of the three scenarios. The 
things seen in this book can be related to cur-
rent events, religion, society and personal re-
lationships. I have loved all of Albom’s books, 
but this one will stick with me. I can not recom-
mend it enough.

KriSti’S CritiQUES – BooK rEViEW

to improved health and wellness. 
Endorsed by the Chopra Center. Zrii 
is proudly endorsed by the Chopra 
Center for Wellbeing , founded by 
world-famous Dr. Deepak Chopra 
and neurologist Dr. David Simon—
the first third-party provider the 
Chopra Center has ever endorsed. A 
vibrant taste. In Ayurvedic practice, 
the ability of a food or drink to “en-
liven the tongue” is a hallmark of its 
healing capabilities. And as those 
who’ve tried it will tell you, Zrii most 
assuredly enlivens the tongue.
the wisdom of ayurveda� The for-
mulation for Zrii is built on 5,000 
years of Ayurvedic wisdom which 
calls for multiple ingredients work-
ing together synergistically to maxi-
mize nutritional potency.
a Shake as a Meal replacement 
~ People are losing Weight���a 
Pound a day! NutriiVeda As a 
follow-up to its groundbreaking, 

flagship liquid nutritional, Zrii has 
created a revolutionary product 
in the weight-loss industry. Zrii 
has once again combined the an-
cient wisdom of Ayurveda with 
the best of modern scientific re-
search to create NutriiVeda™, a 
wholly unique and 100% natu-
ral weight management product. 
NutriiVeda is the first product of its 
kind in the industry and identifies 
proper digestion as its key compo-
nent for effective weight manage-
ment and overall health. With the 
introduction of NutriiVeda, Zrii is 
continuing to expand the oppor-
tunity for people to naturally take 
charge of their health. It will not only 
Improve your Health but will also be a 
Great source of Income!
Contact: Melissa Coulter 954-552-
5200 coulter�melissa@yahoo�com 
ask Me about our Free Business 
opportunity!

Have A Little Faith

Kristi domin



22 by the sea TIMES October 23, 2009 www.bytheseatimes.com



by the sea TIMES October 23, 2009 www.bytheseatimes.com 23

left the house to spend the night at 
a friend’s house.

As far as Mr. McIntee is concerned 
– I know how some in the commu-
nity pick on him and look for any 
amount of dirt and twist it around 
but I have no interest in politics and 
could care less about this from a 
political standpoint. As one human 
being to another, Mr. McIntee was 
nothing but helpful and respon-
sive. He came in and assisted and 
comforted me. He did everything 
the way he should have.

Mr. McIntee even showed up at 
my home within days to a week 
later [after the incident] to ask me 
if I needed any assistance or help...
maybe a ride in the fire truck for 
my daughter? I felt so warm-heart-
ed from that. The Volunteer Fire 
Department took up a collection for 

me and also gave me a sympathy 
card filled with several Publix gift 
certificates. Everything Mr. McIntee 
and the Volunteer Fire Department 
did for us was wonderful.

When something’s not right, 
I have to set it straight. I can’t sit 
there as a human being and read 
something that isn’t true – espe-
cially when it is something that 
happened to me and I’ll never for-
get. I remember it like it was yes-
terday. Unfortunately, I relive that 
moment over and over and over.

When my friend brought me 
the By the Sea Future’s article to 
read my daughter was in karate 
class and I was suppose to follow 
my class after hers. After reading 
the article I immediately decided 
to show up, unannounced, on Mr. 
McIntee’s doorstep and clear this 
record for him because this was 

wrong. He instantly recognized 
me and said come on in. I told him 
what I read and asked if there was 
anything I could do to set the re-
cord straight.

Maureen [McIntee] is also a won-
derful woman. Not even knowing 
her – I had lost my dog months be-
fore and put up fliers in the Bel Air 
community and then the phone 
rang one morning. It was Maureen 
saying “I don’t know if this is a coin-
cidence or not but I have a woman 
here passing out flyers saying she 
found a dog”...and that’s how I got 
my dog of 12 years back.

I’ve now moved and live on the 
other side of the intracoastal but I 
just wanted to tell the true story. 
When I read the article it almost 
seemed as if they were trying to im-
plicate Mr. McIntee for something 
he did not do and that is sad.”

[Editors note: By the Sea Times 
obtained the police report on the 
incident which, according to both 
eye-witnesses, incorrectly stated 
that Mrs. Cooke ran out of the house 
into the driveway calling for help. 
Since this was not a homicide inves-
tigation no formal interviews were 
conducted, no recordings or official 
depositions were taken, or written 
notes preserved to verify the accu-
racy of witness statements. The in-
accurate police report was filed on 
July 28 almost 4 months after the ac-
tual incident occurred. According to 
Mrs. Cooke, no one from the By the 
Sea Futures ever contacted her for 
an interview prior to writing the ar-
ticle. Even after Mrs. Cooke called the 
editor, Mr. Brown, to set the record 
straight, he did not print a retraction 
but again reiterated the same misin-
formation in a second article.]

suicide continued from page 17




